North East Mental Health Regional Employment Team


Minutes/Notes of the North East Regional Employment Team. Held 24th April 2009.

Present;

Robin Beveridge


ONE North East

Cynthia Bartley (Chair)

Public Health North East

Steve Martin



JCP

Tim Bird



Regional Employment Lead NEMHDU

Lyn Boyd



MHNE

James Herbert


Mindful Employer North East

Neil Kelly



MHNE

Neil Johnson



NEMHDU/GONE

Maureen Rafferty


NTW Trust

Guests

Jackie Price



NEMHDU

Duncan Weston


Opus Project

& Colleagues

Sue Clarke



MIND MHFA

1. Welcome & Introductions.

Cynthia welcomed everyone and asked them to introduce themselves as there were several new members and guest speakers. 

Apologies were received from Paula Martin-King, Ann Creed, Suzanne Martin, Alasdair Cameron, Dave Wright, Marilyn Wilkie and Liam Gilfellon.

Cynthia then told the group that she would be taking over part of the agenda to look at: 1) An NHS opportunity for publicity and 2) The production of an NHS leaflet on support for mental well-being during recession.

2. Action Points from the Previous Meeting

Cynthia referred back to an action point from the Dec 08 (AP1/12) meeting about the work she had requested on mapping employer services and what were we going to do with it. Tim replied that this had been completed and distributed to the group and published to various groups and will go on the RET website.

AP 1/02.  Neil Lowther has now returned to DWP following the demise of NSIP and will no longer be attending. Thanks were proffered for all of his work and support.

AP 2/02. The RET had been expanded with the links required.

Cynthia again mentioned the NHS Employment Supplement that would be discussed later in the meeting.

3. REL Update

Tim presented his previously distributed report adding that the NEMDHU / MHNE Regional Employability & Mental Health event would take place on 26th June in Bowburn and that Dame Carol Black would be the keynote speaker on the new National Mental Health & Employment Strategy.

He also outlined work that NEMDHU had facilitated with the Mental Health Local Implementation Teams in Darlington & Durham around achieving PSA 16. Early indications have shown a very positive response from agencies and service users in working together and it may be possible that a presentation of what actions they are going to do next can be given to the RET at a future meeting.

4. Leaflet for Coping in Recession.

Cynthia outlined a leaflet that had been produced BY NHS Bristol on how to cope emotionally and mentally in the recession. It includes national and local contacts, she asked the group for their views on it and how it should be used.

All accepted that there is a need for information to be communicated on the support available and that creating any new services would be counter productive.

There were mixed views on the leaflet, especially about how it should be used.

Tim had distributed to RET members last year a similar North East document; this also included information on support for employers as well as individuals, It was also published on the MHNE website.

The group agreed on a suggestion by Robin that Cynthia should get together a small task & finish to group to make this happen, Cynthia asked for volunteers to let her know by the end of the meeting. This group would report back to SERG and the RET (AP 1/04.)

5. IAPT update

Liam unfortunately could not attend an update will be distributed

6. Advertising Supplement on NHS and Employabiity

Cynthia asked for people wishing to submit items for the Passionate about Employment supplement to contact her as soon as possible. Cynthia will report back on progress to the RET (AP 2/04.)

7. Mindful Employer (ME) Update.

James Herbert updated the group on progress with ME. Most public sector bodies have signed up to the charter with a few exceptions especially in the NHS and Higher education arena. Lots of work around Social Enterprise and setting up breeder projects. Steve Martin indicated that support from JCP for self-employment etc is changing and that he would send the details (AP 3/04)

8. Presentations

Presentations were then delivered by

1. MIND – on Mental Health First Aid further details will be distributed to the group later.

2. Opus Project – a NTW Trust Local Authority project that has successfully supported people with severe & enduring problems into work and helped them to remain in employment 

In both cases copies of the presentations were distributed at the meeting

9.  Date and Time of Next Meeting

This will be held at Mental Health North East, Defender Court, Sunderland on Friday 19th June 2009 at 10am until 12.30 the main subject will be Social Enterprise and the National MH Strategy if published
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